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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W,

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these constmers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
~ to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altemative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are preciscly what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone

companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,

Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Hotetuson,

Senator dor,u/ n

Congressperso
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July 7, 2004

Chainman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income familics, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consamers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service, For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are

indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local tclephone

companies while the burdep would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services agg'not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

ce Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioper Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Zp Sorr
Senator ﬂ dm'7'1’

Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairmnan Michael Powell

Federal Communiecations Commission
445 121h Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairroan Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
servieces.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups becanse they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

Bur such price hikes are preciscly what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly 1o Jarge local telephone

companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these scrvices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decidc that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator /ﬁd’c&?m

Senator n,?m
Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell;

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitics.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part becanse
they save consimers money-

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many Jow-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for bouses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping

affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.
;/gf\ //7‘(
cos:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy

Commissioner Kevin Martin
Comumissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator [j'atfz Heifohison
n

Senator 7, dor.
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Strect, S W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should net impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged imdividuals to stay in touch in therr communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximate}y 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the housecholds with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becanse they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a pbone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “conpected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC wou)d impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by kecping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincc%c/ym (J /)/{W 0

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator 4 Hett oy sore.

Senator dornyn
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates,
Students, irnmigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be feft without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services,

Sincerely,

ccs:  Cymmisdipner Michael Copps
Commisgioner Kathleen Abernathy
Cominissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator £z WJUM
Senator pAn Cornifn

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S'W.

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. '

I understapd that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companics to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus rmaking these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
SETVICES,

Sincerely,

V2 et —< /4K

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Cemmissioner Jopathan Adelstein
Senator Aa der%—u

Senator \ 74 . lorn ;, a
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services, Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected ot set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior ¢itizens, and others face similar challenges.

As aresult, prepaid calling cards arc the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvaniaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substaptially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Sincerely,

Commissione:fﬁcg pps

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

CCS:

Senator A’dy <on
Senator \ 7phn Crrayn
Congressperson

~
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing 1o staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to logal
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available ~ without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
Services.

Sincerely, 0@@ ﬂ(a_ .
/7{%&70@%

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator Aluj';h(sm
Senator _Jphn Lerrdn

Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W,

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minoriiies, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the oply option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to Jocal telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services, Please stop any cffort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,
—n (cw) fwa‘*ﬂ‘m e

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator ﬁlzﬂ&u/ Hetrhison
Jo

Senator lorrvin
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Fowell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
~ to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumner groups becanse they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fiunel directly to large local telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it,

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that

these services are not subject to the exorhitant new access charges and other fees.
Sincerely, ’
W - f L

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps '
Commissioner Kathleea Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator S
Senator Corrnisn

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Syreet, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

T am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minoritics, low-income families, senior citizens, immmigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have 10 stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged arcas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wircless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wil] do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fimne) directly to large local telephone

companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any cffort to raise rates on Ametican consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,

ces: Commissioner Michael
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martm
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator i"%d‘a&:s ovi
"

Senator, 7
Congressperson
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S°W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE:; WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senjor cilizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service, For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
—to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altemative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large Jocal telephone

companies while the burden would fall squarcly upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be psid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fees.

%éfd Tawgr SPT 20830

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner J onathan Adelstem
Senator
Senator

CongressPers om

iw ' n_ 003
July 7, 2004
Chairman Michae! Powell
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income familics, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a lazge deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to Jook for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikcs are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would furmel directly to large local telephone

companics while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can Jeast afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
thege services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

L

cce:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissigner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator cheSor
Senator | ~7¢] &.,—,.,27;1’

Congressperson

Sincerely,

i
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minoritics, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Jocal telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connccted
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In econcmically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable aliemative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to Jarge local telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to Jocal telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,

~L_J

ecs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator Z P12l s Strm_

Senator ?-'IZ(: Aosr
Congres pgrson 7""
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel}

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell,

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to Jook for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altemnative 10 regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to Jarge local telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it,

Adding access charges to be paid to Jocal telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Pleasc stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees.

Sincerely,

Cadtr bl

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator GA( S

Senator

Congresﬁ«L }uaw
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 5.W.

Washingion, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, unmed:ately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers naticnwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial incresse in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

swcasy, [ @mﬂ/l (’/(v - New U s Lo
VA v

ces:  Commissioner Michae) Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commussioner Kevin Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein = .

Senator Mw) mj/whc‘l (/_,th‘,_.
seraer ot S
Congressperson -
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powel],

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Minorities, low-income families, sepior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepatd card may be the only option they have 10 stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable 1o consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford 1o
bear it.

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from ﬂn:-se strvices, Please stop amy effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these t to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fees.

ommissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jopathan Adclstcm
Senator A& flf

Senator . &T’ufn

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chatroan Nichas! £ Pooved

Yeodural Communications Cornnigsion.
323 12th Stwer, W

Washingtom, DC 205534

RE- Drsker o 03-133

Dresr Chateman Powedl;

The botough of Queens boayty one of Ameticn’s most diverse urbay popudations,
with 48% of 1t resifients born abmad and nendy 54% sposking = langusge other thea
Brglish i the home. The importanee of afordalile phone service for the people s ry
communtity cannet be overstaied, an people wast 1o keep In touch with relerives avrose
the sountry £ud pround the world,

70 enwure aecess o phose servic:. i Quesns, many revidents have chosm 1o use
propaid cailing wants. Nutiosal dara show it this moethed of calling hmy grown in
populanty, particiarly smong strgag ethmic comnunities and lower-inocow hunmsehoids,
To fueh, over 40% of Latinns are card users, awd roughly three-guarters of pre-paid cand
purchasers surming less than 326,000 8 year vepon purchasing them on g regridas bagis.

f3iven the reliaice among My conitifless on prepadd callise cards 1 am
waching with grear interest the pending petition ragarding the applicability of intrastate
2ccess tees w0 oally msde via pre-paid cards. W the Commission decides to move awss
from the curvent model, ad devarrnines that access charges and other fres may be eppfied
13 seany pre-paid phane calls, the price of these cards will surely rise,

18 Duerns snd sther diverse locales {n Ameriea, consaners cun il 2fford to see
:??mr 510 }ﬁvmae vard Ly s rolnotes, e sute vesult of whst i will begyme 2
GRPUIPUIUONAE W Sn muonnites and low-income conzumers i the cost of pre~paid
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calling cards goas wp. T usgy the Commission fe wde in favor of keaping pro-paid calls

affrdaiie,

L Comsdssioner Kathieen Ahernathy
Commissioner Michao! Copps
Commissioner Kevin Marin
Commissianer Jonathan Adtlstein
Senmoy Bchmmer
Senator Clinton
Aseemblymember Peraiaty

Regards,

Hiore, flfermerten

Couoctie:: Hirtam Monserrate
New ¥ork ey Conneil
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{Ciginss $ichasd Powell

Federal Conpnunicativns Commission
€45 121 Sweer, W,

Waskangton, T 205834

Drose Cheirman Powsil:

% orking families and eronomicully disadvaniaged honsehelds in Washington Heghre
ard throdghout New York depend apon Jow-priced telephane services. 1 undegsiand Sl
2 FUC i deciding whethter to add now acosss foos on cetain prepaid calling perd
ssvivey, 1 umge vou 50110 increese the cost of thuse sanviess, 25 doing 50 would sy
raise the pocs of swmying in touch for hapd-workiug ronsoneas.

iz the lagt severs! yrers, the Pasrt Rican wd Latise commpmitias in New Tork hove
hee: the bencBisiery of lower prices and new services Fom propaid calling cards. These
czyvds Wipw disadvantaged individuals to stay “commectzd™ in their communitiss, whether
it 10 Call thedr faenilics, ook for joby, or sehedade dovtors eppdlamienss, Over one-iielf
af ouseholds saming less then K20.000 per yoar vse ¢rlling cards on a moordhly hasts, s
Go 0% of Afean- American zad 43% of Lutinog houssholds,

Poepsid vards ane paroulacly Boporrant o gew Asmericars and the lonnigrant
eommedty. Without sy credit bistary. such individusie miy have oo chpice for
iephone sexvicss outside oF these prapaid calling cerds. Quite simply, imposing aceesk
ehirges ahd foes on prepaid calls wouid take grooey from the pegple who st them sad
g wfi i 5o luege, Forlune 5 locad witphone companies, who would be ¢ lepgy
recipionss of additionsl Charges and fhes.

{ By biren weovking el o bring sconomuc developroom for women and minority-
wwned businosses in Washington Fleights and al] of New Fork, and telecompunicatinns
ol fike prepald calling cerd Services play an irpowant role Do the siccess of these
alints. Minaticy-owned strall businesses can w6 hre-paid calling cards 1o controd thesr
el plrons Tosis dusiag the erucial siwt-up phuse of tholr businesses,
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I stonngly wrge you tr mitan G imposing additionsl scecss chavges and foos o
prepaid calling caods.

-

fuiriamo Egpadilat

Member of Assenbly

Chadr, Blask and Puerio Rioan iud Hisyanis I,esas‘imve Caucas
Chair, New York State Tusk Forre on Now Arnericans

*sr-ﬂﬂ I)% Sﬁ'ic’f

eair Compnmuonz Micksel Copng
Coniraissionss Kuthleen Absrnathy
Comnissionsy Keovin Martis
Connmissionar Tonathan Adelstuin
Sevaior Chartes Schyemey

Semator Hillary Clinton
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Chatomim Mighae! Poweil

. Eederal Communicstions Commission
£ 246 12 Sivent, B, |

L Washington, DE 26354

STy

© Re: WO Dokt No, 03133
Dzar Chairmag Poweil

r Tam writag to sxpesss oy oppotition 1o e inflated “arcess charges” that may be added
i %o only prepaid calling cards

The residents of the Brony have been the benzfickaries of Iower prices pod now services
from prepadd calling candy, Over forty pescest of my conatiuents, many of sivom aze
Hispantic, have used thern 1o maks keoping n touch more affndable. Ata ime in which
g costs ovtie §2 per.gollom and the cost of other conmimer preducts are rising, the Latine
eomumisy shouwld wot be burdened by yat anoiber rate incrhess on 2 product Sy 56

asavily depend on.

Many Hispanio sonsumers capnot afford telephone sorvice, purticutarly when vequired by

- the donad phone cotapany 16 toake helty deposits before s telophons e 1o duwir homs i
gonmetted. Pra-patd salling eands give thess niherwise “doconussted” Latincs the ahility
0 Inok for fobs, fod ifordable honsing, wsake s sppoiniment for 2 doctor, sud seay in
o with Seondly atross the conniry by using public payrhones’or by using wiepheng of
friepts aad pelghbors, Also, maay of the thriving smell businesses that are vopecially
dominaxt &x ray Conaty of the Broex rely on heve oteds 10 keep telr telecont aosts fixed
wad fow, which can e important to the success of a new, minotity-owned sprerprise.

AR AR AL Lty P e imaen

Sl R LT T T PV

1
A AL AL & A s L s va e

S

b meetrena,

samy



0771372004 12:21 FAX 1006/ 008

_% PREBOTYT oF ap 9.’.19!(3:3{;%.4 il TME PTTIE
!
3
2 Page J
: Thatrmes Powell
: Tuly 9, 3004
i

{uxge the Cormmiesion not % add new poocss chdrges add other foes o pra-paid salling
cerd sepvices. Dolng eo will overdy burdss ciee pation’s most price-sensitive telephone
T SOUEVEISSS. :

£ s v nad

i Ui i LAl g Ve e

T adotfd coidon, 1

| A s e v e

co:  Commissioner Michaet Copps
Coramissioner Kathiesn Aberathy
| Cospndssioner Kevin Masy

bt mrmrtban

- Conmpissioner Tonathan Adslstcin
: Sesatty Chavlee Selpuncer
' % Senmor Hillary Clinton
1
i
i
i
g
1

P AR U L SRS T i e s e

P R I T

N v e n



07-13/2004 12:12 FAX Idiool

July 7, 2004

Chairman Michacl Powell

Federal Communications Commissjon
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chatrman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charpes and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
cstablishing a credit history, baok accounts and other means necessary to snbseribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others facs similar challenges,

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount 1o a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards 1o disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

' Al ¥

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Ade]stei -

Senator ’)e,v,“ e A

Senator \
Congressp'e\nzz:)}n\/\ ("'W

Sincerely,
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 5.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latine and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is & proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers pationwide,

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card 1o a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card -
services.

Sincerely,
' i
qu,Q/L,L_, %«1{7__2_/

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Sepator 7}, , JU,"_

5 @vj s
Ccnﬂtor gy
ONEressperson



